Digital Video in Action 
Spalding High School for Girls
Teachers: Dawn Bushell and Florence Barats

Title: Notre ville - Spalding
A key aim of the video project at Spalding High School was to consolidate in a stimulating way the language learnt by Y10 pupils in their second year of learning French. They also wished to explore the value of a digital video project in improving pronunciation.  The CILT Digital Video Training Day at the start of the project equipped participants with the necessary technical and logistical skills to proceed with confidence. 
The project was explained to the whole class and a letter was sent to parents of the 12 pupils who wished to take part. Teachers and pupils met and worked together over 4 lunchtimes to complete the project. Having chosen the topic of Ma Ville in consultation with their teachers, pupils then brainstormed relevant language for the script with the aid of teachers and a Foreign Language Assistant. Thereafter, pupils worked in groups to devise their storyboards, create props where needed, plan camera shots, and rehearse their scripts. 
Despite bad weather, which affected outdoor filming in the town, the presence of pupils on work experience and technical problems with the cameras and editing process, the project was brought to a successful conclusion. Pupils were very strongly motivated throughout and pronunciation and language learning skills improved. The experience of working collaboratively was of great benefit to all involved. 

A video club is planned for the coming academic year and teachers will share their experiences with colleagues and senior staff in the school. 
